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From 15 July to 29 July, I was in my dream country – Australia. I went to
Brisbane with Ms Montrose. I stayed in an Australian family. The mother
Gaye is a very good person who always laughs. The father Wayne is very
kind to everyone so he must be a kind father. Their son Jack, aged 15, loves
traveling. His sister Emma is an energetic girl. She loves soccer very much.
Although she was sick, she still wanted to complete the soccer competition.
Their dog Clyde is a tiny dog that loves his puppy doll very much. Also, there
was a French girl staying in their family called Chloe. She and I became good
friends.

I had 12 days for school.
Every day, the family drove
me to school and took me
back home. The school is
Nudgee International
College (NIC), which is
very big. There are five
tennis courts and a golf
course. I love the environ-
ment there. It was enjoy-
able.

I enjoyed the trip, too.
Every day, I needed to try at least a new activity. By the
way, I know that I become very brave to try new things. I’ve tried how to play
golf, throw a boomerang, go rockclimbing … And I also know how to play ten-
nis well. I have been practicing tennis for 3 hours myself every Monday. It
wasn’t too hard!

I’ve been to the Gold Coast
and the Sunshine Coast. The
Gold Coast and Surfers’
Paradise were excellent.
Surfers’ Paradise is just
beside the Gold Coast. And I
loved Movie-world very much.
I loved its rides and charac-
ters. I’ve seen Batman hug-
ging a little child and that was
very manly. I’ve seen many
Australian animals. Some of
them are very huge. Some of
them are little and cute like a
baby koala. But I’m so upset
that I hadn’t hugged a koala!

It was my first time to have
an Australian barbeque. I
think it’s better than that in
Hong Kong. Also, my
favourite meal in Australia
is the barbeque.

I enjoyed their lifestyle. It’s very healthy. I usually
got up at 7 a.m., 12 p.m. for lunch, 6 p.m. for dinner and 9:30 p.m. to say
goodnight. At first, I wasn’t adjusted to it, but I did it finally.

I’m still keeping in touch with my homestay family and Chloe. I know it’s
good for me so I keep going. This trip was an excellent experience that I
haven’t tried before. In this trip, I learned lots of things and I have more

friends all over the world.

S.4E Suki Lau
Number of participants: 60
Prize: Li Sui Man (3A) – Winner in Bible-reading
Number of merits with 80 or above: 41 (68.3%)
Number of proficiency with 75 or above: 19 (31.7%)
Number of absentee: 0

2006-2007  
58th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival
Class Name Marks Prize
1A Wong Chun Kit 85 merit
1C Lai Hon Leung Kenneth 78 proficiency

Lam Wing Yi 83 merit
Leung Lan Hing 84 merit
Wong Lai Yin 81 merit

2B Chan Hey Man 83 merit
Hau Lok Yee 80 merit
Lam Sze Man 78 proficiency
Lun Tsz Ho 76 proficiency
Pun Yan Ting 79 proficiency

2C Chan Wai Yan Vivien 75 proficiency
2D Ho Wing Lam 77 proficiency
2E Yip Sze Nga 83 merit
3A Lai Oi Yi 82 merit

Law Cheuk Man 84 merit
Fong Sau Man 81 merit
Li Sui Man 88 WINNER
Yau Chin Pang 82 merit

3C Lee Yan Yan 76 proficiency
3D Im Lok Yee Janice 81 merit

Lam Wing Yan Dorothy 84 merit
Pang Po Yee 84 merit

3E Cheung Chui Yin 77 proficiency
Ho Wing Sze 81 merit

4A Lee Yoo Hin Bess 82 merit
Hung Kit Ming 79 proficiency
Wong Yiu Sing Victor 79 proficiency
Wong Cho I 80 merit
Yeung Wai Ying 80 merit
Cheng Chui Ting 78 proficiency
Li Yuen Lai 83 merit
Mak Kit Shun 81 merit
Chan Tsz Ting 83 merit
Yu Cheuk Wa 76 proficiency
Wong Hoi Man 82 merit
Choy Ka Long 79 proficiency

4C Ho Shu Ting 84 merit
Leung Chui Na 80 merit

4E Wong Ying Lam 76 proficiency
Ho Ngan Sin 76 proficiency
Leung Yu Mei 79 proficiency
Leung Shuk Kwan 81 merit
Ha Tsz Ting 82 merit
Ng Mei Yan 76 proficiency
Tse Ka Yan 82 merit
Lai Yan Kei 84 merit
Yik Kin Fu 83 merit

6A Chor Pui Shan 85 merit
Mak Hoi Nga 83 merit
Mak Hiu Ying 80 merit
Lee Hoi Ching 76 proficiency
Suen Man Ting 75 proficiency
Li Yuet Wa 83 merit
Leung Ka Man 81 merit
Tse Lai Yam 83 merit

6S Li Yuet Kei 83 merit
Tam Yuen Wa 82 merit
Tong Ka Ki 84 merit
Kwok Chiu Fung 83 merit
Lau Wai In 84 merit

Concordia Lutheran School
Story-telling competition 2006-2007

Position Class Name Title
S.1 1st 1D Li Ying Ying A Naughty Boy

2nd 1A Lam Tsz Pan A Year Without TV
3rd 1A Tricia Tsang Jimmy’s Birthday Present

S.2 1st 2B Amy Hau Super Dog
2nd 2D Natalie Chan Town Mouse & Country Mouse
3rd 2C Chan Wai Yan A White Belial

2A Andrew Yeung The selfish Giant

Concordia Lutheran School
Speech Contest 2006-2007

Position Class Name Title
S.3 1st 3A Rachel So My Favourite Food

2nd 3E Melanie Kong My School Library
3rd 3D Dorothy Lam Christmas

S.4 1st 4E Salome Lai Ellie’s Chance to Dance
2nd 4E Alice Ha Princess’s Diary
3rd 4C Hilda Chai E.T.

Snapshots of the
debates



p.2

Yesterday, there was a robbery in Shatin. 

A robber wore a T-shirt and a silk sock. He ran into the bank and shouted, “I am a
robber! Give me all the money!” He pulled out a gun. The bank manager was very
frightened and he obeyed the robber. The manager gave some money to him. After
that, the manager pushed a button for the alarm and called the police. The robber was
very angry at that. Therefore, he shot the manager at the heart. Then the robber took
away the money immediately. 

When the robber came out of the bank, the policemen arrived. They shot each other
for five minutes. At last, the robber was dead. The policemen called an ambulance to
the scene and sent the manager and the robber to hospital. Luckily, the money was
returned to the bank.

By S.2B Lily Pun

A number of surveys show that Hong Kong people don’t do
exercise regularly. It is common that people haven’t done any
exercise in a month. Why is exercise important? And which
exercise should we do?” To answer the questions, I will give
the reasons below. 

Exercise is important in life. If you don’t do enough exer-
cise, you will get sick easily. Why? Let me explain this with
some biological facts.

While we are doing exercise, we are breathing more. Our
metabolism will get faster. And we can eliminate waste in our
body. Thus, germs won’t spoil us easily. 

There is a lot of exercise that we can do. We can run, play
table-tennis, jog or do Tai Chi. However, many people always
rush for their jobs. They are too busy with work. They don’t
have time doing exercise.

NO! Working is not a good reason for stopping exercise. In
fact, doing exercise can help us develop muscles. We can get
stronger as germs are eliminated from attacking our health.

Therefore, why is exercise so important? It is because we
can avoid lots of germs. We can’t get sick easily and we can
save much money from medical expenses. As a result, we
can enjoy an abundant life.

By S.3A Law Cheuk Man, Lance

According to a survey conducted by the Computer
Club on students’ use of the Internet, around 75 %
of our students have spent at least three hours a
day going online. What did they do on the Internet?
53 % have used the ICQ chat with strangers online,
and 40% have met strangers and gone out with
them! Did you know how dangerous it is?

ICQ is a good system. It helps you know more
people from different places, and different nationali-
ties. But, if we talk with online friends, we should be
very careful. We shouldn’t tell them where we live,
what we do or other personal things because these
are our secrets. Why do we need to tell them our
secrets?

Moreover, we must not go out with any strangers.
This is extremely dangerous! You don’t know any-
thing about the strangers. So it will be easy for you
to fall into a trap. For example, sometimes they will
tell you something about them. However, how do
you know if it is true? So we should not meet any
strangers even if he or she is your friend.

To use the Internet wisely, parents must provide
guidance for their children. They should install some
programmes to protect their children, such as fire-
walls and some software items which can let them
know what their children do or who they talk with on
the Internet.

We need to be careful when using the Internet. We
should avoid the potential dangers and be a smart user.

By S.5C Wong Yat Chun, Ryuk

I think it is necessary for students to wear
school uniforms to school. It is because the
school uniform is an emblem of a school. It
reflects the school spirit.

Somebody may say, “Wearing the school uni-
form is so inconvenient that we should wear our
own clothes.” However, if students all wear their
own clothes, what will the school become? How
can we identify which school students belong to?
Let’s imagine, every student wears different clothes
like jeans, T-shirts, short skirts and even some
strange clothes. How untidy the school will be!

Between casual wear and school uniforms,
many students may choose to wear their own
clothes. I can’t agree to that. In fact, most of the
students in subsidized schools have to wear
school uniforms to school. Even students in pri-
vate schools can wear beautiful clothes at
school. Please bear in mind that school is a
place for studies, not for games. Students may
argue if they wear beautiful clothes, they will be
happy to go to school. However, if all students
concentrate on the way they are dressed, they
may neglect their studies. Moreover, the school
uniform makes students look tidy as everyone
wears the same clothes, doesn’t it?

In conclusion, students should treasure their
school uniforms because it may not be neces-
sary to wear school uniforms after graduation.

By S.4E Mak Chu Kuen

To: Chairperson of the Tourist Association
From: Chris Wong of Hong Kong Secondary School

Proposal on the way to assure Hong Kong’s future as a world-class city
Although Hong Kong is popular with tourists around the world, there is still room for improvement to

enhance its cosmopolitan image.

The first strategy that the Hong Kong Government should adopt is a courtesy campaign. The majority of
Hong Kong people are devoid of courtesy and it certainly scares tourists away. Therefore, it is crucial that
the Hong Kong Government should organize this campaign to assure its future.

Another activity we suggest is a diversified cultural festival. It can absolutely attract tourists as Hong Kong
is the first city to stay. They may be impressed by these activities. A survey reveals that most of the tourists
are willing to come to Hong Kong if these activities are organized. The soaring number of tourists can
assure the future of Hong Kong.

Another suggestion is that we need to improve the infrastructure. The improvement is fundamental as
many people complain that the traffic of Hong Kong is far from satisfactory. Traffic jams are really annoying
among people. Widening the roads is the very first thing to do. Doing so can guarantee Hong Kong’s future.

I sincerely hope that my suggestions are useful. Thank you for your kind attention. 

By S.5E Ng Tung Yuen, Way

My cousin doesn’t have to wear the school uniform and I really don’t agree to that.

For me, I am a student in a public school and I need to wear the uniform every
day. And I think it is great. I do not need to think about what clothes I should wear
the next day. So, I don’t have to worry about this and be more relaxed.

In some private schools, students don’t have to wear school uniforms but casual
clothes. Maybe it’s more comfortable. At the same time, some want to be more
attractive so they may wear ‘strange’ clothes in order to attract others. For those
who are poor, wearing ordinary clothes will make them feel inferior. They may lose
their self-confidence. Worse still, they may even blame on why they were born to a
poor family. The relationship with their parents may become worse.

Is wearing casual clothes that good? No, it makes students’ discipline worse and
it affects their school work as well.

I think a school uniform represents our school. It always reminds me that I am a
student! We have to be obedient and follow the school rules. 

To conclude, wearing school uniforms is better than casual clothes.

By S.4E Salome Lai

Dear Sabrina,

How are you? Have you adjusted to your new life in
France? How about your family? Christmas will come very
soon. My mum has decorated the house with Christmas
stockings. We also have a little Christmas tree this year. How
will you celebrate the festival with your family and friends? I
am still planning for my holiday, but I will spend most of time
at home.

You must have heard about SPCA in Hong Kong, mustn’t
you? I did voluntary work last Saturday at SPCA. There are
homeless animals. People threw their animals out of their
houses and SPCA got them in the street. Some people won’t
consider the animals as living creatures. They just bought
them as toys. I can’t accept it! Thus, I went there and helped
them. I want them to feel love and care and their lives are still
precious. 

Firstly, I helped a dog called Bosco. I cleaned his kennel.
After that, I played with it for a while. Finally, I had a walk with
it in the street. I saw that it was happy with what I did to it. I
don’t think cleaning the kennel is easy. Since Bosco is a big
dog, its kennel is also quite big. I have found a way to clean
the kennel faster and cleaner. Let me show you that when you
come back!

Animals need love. I love animals, but I can’t get one at
home. So I went there to be a volunteer. Voluntary work is
meaningful that I can help others. Recipients can feel your
love and care for them. Although I am busy all the time, I want
to be a volunteer. How about you? Will you be a volunteer?
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Love,

Teresa
S.4E Suki Lau
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Breaking a world record is a difficult job, but many people can do it.
For example, Andy Lau is a good example.

Andy Lau holds a world record for the most awards won by a Canto-
pop male artist. He won 292 awards between 1988 and 2000!
Although breaking this record is very difficult, I am confident of winning
more awards than Andy Lau when I grow up. I want to be a singer
because I like singing very much. I usually sing karaoke with my
friends. Many people tell me that I sing very well. 

To be a singer, I need to have a nice voice. Besides, I have to study
hard because I need to pronounce the lyrics accurately. If I don’t know
the correct pronunciation, I can’t sing a good song. 

If I am a singer, I must be very famous. Many people will know me. I
will also act in the film and get rich. 

Andy Lau is a famous artist. He has many fans to support him
because he sings very well. Many people are proud of him. Therefore,
I must be as hardworking as him and break his world record one day.

By S.1D Leung Shuk Fan

Friends should love well.
When you need help,

They will give you help.

Friends should be good.
When you are in a bad mood,

They will give you food.

Friends shouldn’t be bad.
When you are sad,

They will tell your dad.

Friends shouldn’t stand there.
When you have no chair,

They can share.

Hello! I am the president of Green Society. I
have organized a few hikes in country parks
around Hong Kong. I hope you will participate in
them. Hiking with us is fun. Let me tell you more
about why hiking is fun, the highlights of local
country parks and the benefits of hiking with
Green Society.

Do you know where Lantau Island is? Lantau
Island is a famous place in Hong Kong. A lot of
tourists like going there. There is a big Buddha. It
is the biggest Buddha in the world. And there are
more than two hundred stairs. We can do exer-
cise. It is good for our body.

If you don’t like walking up stairs, we can go to
Lion Rock Hill. We can see a beautiful view
there. And the air is fresh. We can forget all the
pressure. We can play happily and walk slowly.

If you don’t like walking, we can have a barbe-
cue in the country park. Maybe you will think it is
common. You can go with your family or friends.
But you are wrong. Hiking with Green Society is
the best choice. We will tell you a lot of things
about the nature. Then you will know how to love
the nature.

Please join us quickly. It is wonderful. If you
don’t join us, you will regret later.

By S.3C Lee Yan Yan

It was a wonderful evening at
Christmas. I went to Central to attend a
party with my friend Terence. At the
party, we exchanged Christmas cards
and presents. We ate a lot of snacks.
After that, we went to see the beautiful
lights.

We went shopping. We stopped at a
shop. At the window, there was a Santa
Claus. He was dressed in a red coat,
wearing a kind face and a long white
beard. The Santa Claus gave presents
to children. I found he looked a bit famil-
iar to me, so I stopped to clarify who he
was. Suddenly, the Santa Claus walked
to us. He greeted and gave us some
presents. Oh! I couldn’t believe my eyes
that he was my uncle. He was indeed
my uncle!

When we went home, we unwrapped
the presents and amazingly found
books, some items of
stationery and an i-pod. I
was very happy
about the pres-
ents. Thanks
uncle! I really
enjoyed the
day.

By S. 1D Hung Wai Kuen

People give me a rose
And the rose looks like a hose

But it smells like a toe
I said what a rubbish rose!

People give her a rose
And the rose looks like a hose

She puts it near her nose
She said what a fantastic rose!

By S.3D Janice Im

“Boring” and “difficult” are two words students often use to comment on their lessons. In a regu-
lar class of 40 students, students seem to have fewer opportunities to discuss the materials being
taught, ask questions, or even to be heard. Most of them feel neglected because teachers are
busy managing a “big” class. Therefore, it is about time to implement the small-class teaching at
school to enhance teaching quality and academic results.

Actually, a large class is bad for teachers and students. Teachers find it hard to spare some
time with students. Besides, students with higher abilities tend to suffer more. However, if we
adopt the small-class teaching, the teaching quality can be raised. Teachers will have more time
to look after their students. The latter can ask questions more conveniently in the lesson. They
must be motivated to learn.

In a small class, teachers can pay more attention to individual students and cater to their needs
better. For example, if students have study difficulties, teachers can spend more time helping
them.

Besides, teachers can introduce more interactive and funnier teaching methods in the lesson.
Students will have more chances to practice what they have learnt and participate more actively
in class activities. For example, the classroom will be more spacious if it is small-class teaching.
Therefore, students will get more involved in the interactive activities. Also, students will be more
enthusiastic to practice. 

However, students are used to “big-class” teaching and teachers may lack training and experi-
ence. Thus, they may not be able to utilize the small-class setting fully. They need extra time to
apply it. If the government provides more professional training for teachers, for example, design-
ing a suitable curriculum for small-class teaching, teachers will benefit and gain valuable experi-
ence.

By S.5B Chu Kin Fung

21 July 2007                                Fine

It was a very fine day today. Although it was a little hot, it was a good
day for hiking. Hence, I went hiking with three good friends who like
hiking too.

This is my first hiking trip. And I didn’t know what to bring. So I didn’t
bring anything with me because I thought carrying things wasn’t good
for climbing hills. At first, my friends and I could easily climb the hills.
But as we were climbing upwards, the hill became steep. All of us
climbed in great difficulty. As I didn’t do exercise in my daily life, I felt
very tired as I was climbing a rocky slope. And my friend knew I didn’t
feel well. They asked me to have a rest. But I went on trying my best.
Then my feeling was even worse as a result of the heat. I felt very
weak and dizzy and I lost my balance, rolled down the slope and hurt
myself badly. I felt so painful that I cried out. My friends were very
frightened and tried to call for a rescue team using their mobile
phones, but failed. I was also afraid and became unconscious soon
afterwards.

Suddenly, I felt something in my hand and I opened my eyes, seeing
a notebook. The book was called the Death Note. And a person came
to me. I was nervous and asked in a frightened voice, ‘Who are you?’
‘Death Lord.’ The person answered. ‘Your name is on the ‘Death Note,’
so you must die and I’m asked to take you to hell.’ I nearly fainted
again. I asked why. He answered seriously, ‘Because you didn’t take
anything with you when you went hiking. It’s too dangerous. Unluckily,
you had an accident, so you must die. Now you must go with me.’ ‘I
won’t do that anymore. Please don’t let me die.’ ‘It’s too late. Nobody
can change it.’ ‘No.’ I shouted loudly. Then I woke up and found myself
in a hospital bed with my parents by my side looking tired and worried.
It was a dream. I wasn’t afraid anymore.

After today, I knew it was very important to take water, medicine and
some necessary things when I go hiking.

By S.4E Mai Song Man

“A good friend is a person who walks in when the rest of the world
walks out.” The proverb sums up all about an ideal friend in my imagi-
nation.

An ideal friend should have some positive qualities that I will
describe below. First, an ideal friend must be on your side, for exam-
ple, in the case of arguments. 

Second, an ideal friend can be trusted. It is an important quality
because trust can help make friends. If you find a friend, you must not
make a friend who always tells lies.

Last, an ideal friend must understand you. To my interpretation, an
ideal friend is willing to listen to you anywhere, anytime. Besides, an
understanding friend should know what you want or don’t want to do.

I am not an ideal friend because I am not patient enough. In fact, you
cannot find a real ideal friend in the world because nothing is perfect.

By S.3A Tang Tsz Kin, Dennis
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Nowadays, teenagers’ pocket money is increased every
day. Their parents may think that it is right to teach them how
to spend their pocket money. Yet, this may be wrong for
teenagers now. Teenagers should learn how to manage their
own money. They need to spend some of their pocket money
for the future, but they don’t need to spend it all.

Teenagers need to use money but they should use some-
thing good for themselves. They also need to play. For
example, watching movies, singing karaoke, etc.

Spending all pocket money is really good for every teenag-
er but they should learn how to manage their own money.
This is important for them now.

Parents may teach them to spend their pocket money
when their children are young. Young children may try to
spend half of their pocket money. I think that it is more useful
for them. So, they need to save some of their pocket money
but not all of it.

If we require teenagers to save all their pocket money
every time, they may not listen to their parents anymore. On
the other hand, it is a way of showing that they trust their

children to be responsible enough to
spend money wisely. If they know

the value of money, they will
save some of it and spend the
rest.

Teenagers should learn to
save their money wisely and
use it sensibly. So, I think that
they only need to save some

of it but not all.

By S.5C Choi Wai Yan, Christy

Dear Editor,

I am writing a letter to discuss if school canteens
should sell healthy food only. Some people criticize
the practice and suggest that unhealthy food should
not be sold at school. As a student, I cannot accept
the view.

Although fish balls, potato chips and
chocolate are not good for our health, students are
still eating junk food because teenagers love them.
Junk food is a teenager’s favorite. It is a sign of
childhood. If school canteens do not sell junk food,
students only have a few choices in their school
canteens. There may be only bread or sandwiches.
It will make their school life very dull and they will
complain about the school.

If my school only sells healthy food, my
classmates and I must bring our own junk food. The
food in school canteens are always more expensive
than those outside. If all students buy unhealthy
food outside the school, there will be more choices.
The problem will aggravate rather than let students
buy junk food at school.

I love junk food although I don’t eat too
much. I understand that eating too much junk food
is unhealthy and I may get fat. School canteens are
not accountable for whether students eat too much
junk food even though they sell the food. It is stu-
dents to take the responsibility. No one threatens
students to buy junk food in school canteens. They
buy too much junk food probably because they do
not know the harm of eating unhealthy food. The
school should encourage students to eat healthy
food and tell them what will happen if they eat too
much junk food.

We know school canteens are profit-mak-
ing parties. The more students buy junk food, the
more profit school canteens can make. We cannot
limit them in the kind of food they sell as it will
undermine their competitiveness.

Some people argue that the school can-
teens should only sell healthy food as they think
junk food will make students unhealthy and become
overweight. But if the school can instill the right con-
cept into students, I think it will not create a serious
problem.

In conclusion, I disagree that the school
canteens only sell healthy food because it is not
effective and not reasonable. The students will
oppose that because they have too few choices.
And the school should not pass the responsibility to
the school canteens. Even if the school canteens
do not sell the
u n h e a l t h y
food, nobody
can guarantee
the students
wil l  not eat
junk food any
more.

Yours faithfully,
Chris Wong

By S.6A Mak Hiu Ying

Dear Sabrina,

How are you? Is your family okay? How about auntie and uncle? Are you still working and liv-
ing alone? Oh, I have so many questions to ask you!

Christmas is coming soon. What are you going to do? I would like to invite you to join a volun-
tary activity with me and try to become a volunteer. We will visit orphans in the orphanage, the
sick in the hospital and the elderly in an elderly home during the Christmas holiday. Let’s share
the joy with them!

I’ve become a volunteer at Po Leung Kuk, a charitable organization which provides a wide
range of social services. The voluntary activity is meaningful. For example, all the money raised
for the Community Chest Week for Millions of Hong Kong will be sent back to Po Leung Kuk to
help people.

You may wonder why I am interested in doing voluntary work. It is because when I am doing
voluntary work, I will earn a lot of experience, just like how to play with elders and how to share
the joy with them and at the same time, I will feel happy. That’s why I am going to invite you to
become a volunteer.

There are also other benefits of doing voluntary work. For example, when we do voluntary
work, it is more a blessing to give than to receive. When we are giving, we benefit from develop-
ing a sense of responsibility, communication skills and problem solving skills.

I’ve gained a lot through being a volunteer. After
hearing my experience, have you changed your
mind? It is a charitable organization and volunteer
work is good for you, me and others because we
can all learn from this experience. Finally, I serious-
ly invite you to join the voluntary activity with me.
Please give me a reply.

Keep in touch! Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year!

Love,

Teresa

By S.4B Mak Kam Lun

In Hong Kong, there is at least one native speaking English teacher in
every secondary school teaching English.  Generally, they are teaching
Oral English skills only.  Some may think that English should be taught
by native speakers only in order to further improve students’ English.
From my point of view, English should not be taught by them only.
Instead, students should be taught by both native speakers and local
teachers.

Students can easily understand what the teachers say if they
are taught by local teachers.  As the local teachers are mostly born in
Hong Kong or have lived in Hong Kong for many years, their culture is
similar to the students’.  These teachers have the same experience as
the students when they were young, so they can understand what stu-
dents do not understand.  Then the local teachers can teach the students
thoroughly and make sure they understand easily.  Sometimes, a little
mother tongue can be used for making them understand.  However, this
cannot be done by native speaking English teachers. 

Some may argue that students can learn accurate pronuncia-
tion and good accent if they are taught by native speakers.  However, it
doesn’t mean that these two things cannot be taught well by local teach-
ers.  They can also speak fluent English like the native speakers.  Some
of them may have lived in foreign countries for years so their English
level is just the same as a native one.  Therefore students being taught
by local teachers will be as good as being taught by native speakers.

Students need to achieve a basic standard to ensure that they
are able to learn from native speakers.  If the level of English of the junior
students in secondary schools is not high enough to enable them to
understand what the teachers say, they will not be able to have any
improvement in English too.  In my opinion, many students do not have
the ability to understand the native speakers, then how can they commu-
nicate with the teachers?

To conclude, as there is different culture between people from
different countries, students will understand more if they are taught by
teachers who have similar culture with them.  Moreover, we need to con-
cern about students’ ability in understanding what the teachers teach.
Local teachers can also do what the native speaking English teachers
do.  Therefore, English should not be taught by native speakers only.
Instead, local teachers are also needed for improving their English.

By S.6A Stephanie Mak


