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ENGLISH DPEPARTMENT

Implementation of a 3- year plan to
upgrade our students’ English abilities
By Ms. Lee and Ms. Mui

Implementation of a 3- year plan to upgrade our stu-
dents’ English abilities. To enhance our students’ English
abilities, the English department has been following a
3-year plan since 2019 under the guidance of Ms. Pauline
Chow, an experienced educator previously, from a repu-
table school in Hong Kong

First Phase of the Plan (2019-20):
Focus on Writing

In 2019-2020, with the help of Ms. Chow’s exper-
tise, the English teachers revised the writing curriculums
across all Forms focusing on the teaching of writing skills
for Paper Il of the HKDSE Paper with the use of the RAFT
(PA) framework. The aim has been to raise task aware-
ness in Paper Il. This entailed an explicit teaching of ana-
lyzing the task requirements in terms of the writer’s role,
the audience, the format, tone, purpose of the task plus
the assumptions needed for the task. To achieve this, all
our teachers wrote samples for our students to follow
and for every piece that students were to write, teachers
had already written one, having gone through the entire
process.

Two writing booklets (English Language Writing
Sample S.1-3 and English Language Writing Sample S.4-
6) were prepared with the help of the whole panel. All
S6 students received a copy in December 2020 and were
extremely appreciative of the same.

Second Phase of the Plan (2020-21):
Focus on Reading

This year was the second year in this plan with a fo-
cus on teaching reading skills. Despite the reduced num-
ber of school days due to COVID-19, teachers prepared
School-based materials that helped our students spot the
main ideas, identify the text types, understand definitions,
categorize information, use fishbone diagrams to sum-
marize cause and effect, and compare and contrast ideas.
Pre reading passage analysis worksheets that recycled the
knowledge of RAFT were distributed to students to con-
solidate their skills of grasping the main idea to equip the
junior form students for more advanced reading levels.

In addition to this, in different reading assessments,
more awareness was put on the question types. Various
guestion types were used with different levels of difficulty to
cater to learners’ differing needs.

Third Phase of the Plan (2021-22):

To Focus on Listening and Integrated Tasks

For the year 2021-2022, teachers will teach students
how to extend the use of the RAFT framework to write
integrated tasks in paper 3. Both junior and senior form
teachers will write exemplars for students as a reference.
Apart from that, phonics skills will be stressed to enable
students to deal with listening and speaking tasks more
smoothly. We are aiming to include a variety of English
activities like drama and role play in the coming
school year to fulfill this objective as well.
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Students coping with the changes
in their learning What the English
Activities were like under the new norm

by Ms Nalini

I’'m sure you’ll all agree
with me that 2020-21 has been
1 the most challenging year that
our generation has ever seen in
respect to teaching and learning
% in schools. As an experienced
teacher, the biggest challenge
that | faced was keeping my stu-
dents motivated, on task and always present in the lesson. De-
spite my frustrations while trying to achieve all of the above, |
do totally empathize with my students who have been forcibly
taught the most important lesson that every student must learn
willingly and voluntarily, which is, to be an independent learn-
er! Therefore, school closure and having online lessons have
been both a boon and a nightmare for most of my students.

As far as the English activities go, CLS was hit hard as the
students barely got any opportunities to take part in activities
inside or outside the school. This year, all that we could man-
age were debate competitions organized by the HKSSDC, a
public speaking competition organized by CIEBU (The College
of International Education, Baptist University) and doing a pre-
recorded speech festival.

As the trainer and coach, | thought that the debate com-
petitions were by far, the most challenging. The essence of
debate is passion and it was this passion that was many a times
completely missed out by adjudicators when doing it online!
On the flip side, the training was highly treasured and greatly
valued by students who were coming back to school to train
while doing classes on Zoom.

Hopefully, the coming years can provide more opportuni-
ties to students to take part in extracurricular activities irre-
spective of whether there are school closures and lockdowns.

W SPEECH [FESTIVA

AI-his my experience in taking part in the speech

festival©:
This year | had the honor of participating in the Speech
Festival for the solo verse speaking category. At first, it was chal-
lenging for me because | have never participated in a speech
festival before, but | tried to practice my pronunciation and facial
expressions every day, and | am thankful that | got a lot of help
from Ms. Nalini and Ms. Yim. During the preparation, | was able
to express my feelings naturally through the poem and | enjoyed
reading it every day. | am really grateful to have won the 3rd
place. This experience not only sparked my imagination but
has instilled enthusiasm in me for reading poetry. | also
realize that the key to success is to keep practicing and
believing in what you are striving for. My secondary
school experience has thus been very fulfilling
with this participation.
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THEDEBATE-TEAM

Reflection on taking part in the debate competitions
5D CHAN Man Shun, Anson

“...Today's motion must stand. Thank you!” When | was informed that

| had to write my feelings on taking part in the debate competitions this

year, this sentence came to my mind. | know it may sound a bit weird but
even though this phrase was the last sentence | spoke whenever | debated,
it was actually the first step towards my journey and my love for taking part in competitions in English! | would
like to use the feelings of riding a roller coaster to describe how | feel about my debate journey.

When my advisor, Ms. Nalini, told me that | would be one of the debaters in the upcoming debate, | was
thrilled but at the same time, | was afraid. | kind of doubted myself; one part of me felt that | was not good
enough to be a debater. Being uncertain, | always used to say, “I'm not sure whether my ideas are good” to my
advisor after | had expressed what | thought. Ms. Nalini seemed to understand how | felt and she always gave me
enthusiastic support, which boosted my confidence. As | didn't want to disappoint Ms. Nalini, | worked hard and
even though | knew that I still had room for improvement, | never gave up.

When the date of the first competition finally came, | was nervous again as if | was at the highest point of a
roller coaster. Finally, it was my turn to speak and at that point | didn't feel anxious at all, | totally forgot all fear,
which was amazing but | can't explain it, maybe it was because of the confidence | gained from Ms. Nalini. | still
remember the scenario vividly and profoundly. When the adjudicator was announcing the result and we knew
that we had won the competition, | was ecstatic since | had successfully accomplished my little goal which was -
trying my best in the competition! | sincerely thank my teacher advisor for not only the help and encouragement
| received while training but also for instilling in me the confidence to speak English in public and for making me
love English!

Reflection on the participation in the public speaking competition
5D FONG Chun Kit, Anson

Public speaking is a skill that is extremely important in the academic field as it can help students to
speak without any hesitation. It can boost their confidence significantly so that they are never shy to speak
spontaneously on any occasion.

Our topic for the public speaking competition this year was CREATION. | did a lot of research and read
extensively before | wrote my persuasive speech. Through this writing, | have learnt different perspectives
about the topic of "creation" and how to write a persuasive speech,

Personally, | do not believe that public speaking is my strongest skill. In order to make up for my
shortcomings, | practiced the strategies which | learnt from my coach, Ms. Nalini. | then had to deliver this
speech at a suitable pace. | also learnt the skills of using the right intonation, pronunciation and how to
enunciate my words clearly and appropriately.

| hope that the techniques | have learned and the improvements | have made will help me in my English
oral exam or even when | am simply talking to people in the future.
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2019-2020 Internatlonal Interface W|th the Splrltual Dept.

Lunch with students °

Peace | leave with you
(John 14:27)

As a part of our annual International Interface co-hosted by the
Spiritual Life department, we proudly welcomed Pastor Randy and Bill
from South Dakota, USA. The theme this year was John 14:27 from the
Bible which says: “Peace | leave with you; My peace | give to you. | do
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.” God’s peace is possible even in the middle of
troubles. Pastor Randy and Bill very creatively preached this Bible verse
through short plays and skits done in each and every class.

The characters in the skit were: Paul (a disciple of Jesus); Julius
(a government official); the captain of a ship and some sailors. The
synopsis of the drama was that there was a huge storm on the ship and
everyone was really frightened. Paul tells everyone not to be afraid
and that they could trust God to take care of them. Paul had peace
because he trusted in God, and he wanted to share this peace with
the government official and the other sailors. The moral of the skit
was that even in trouble, we can have peace because of Jesus. Pastor
Randy shared and taught this very beautifully and profoundly. All the
students very effortlessly learned and could also memorize John 14:27
after their lesson with Pastor Randy and Bill.

mornlng assembly The Morning PrayerTeam

1. An Excursion to Yim Tin Tsai

We took a ferry from Sai Kung Pier and we were there in 15 minutes!

How we got there

A private ferry Before we set off
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Popular Tourist Attractions on Yim Tin Tsai

Routsidetthe church Spectacularviews The Yim Tin.Tsai Heritagé.f

of Yim Tin Tsai Exhibition Centre

Lunch Menu

1.Wood-fire roasted chicken
2.Wood-fire roasted pork fillet with papaya salad
3.Homemade stuffed tofu with minced fish

4. Dried radish, spring onion omelette
5.Seasonal organic vegetables

HO Chak Shing

My classmates and | were glad
that we could take the international
interface team to experience Hong
Kong'’s culture on 15th January, 2020.
This was the first time | had dinner
with the team. | found that my English
greatly improved after the activity. The opportunity to talk to
Pastor Randy and the other team members was very valuable.
On the way to Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb Museum, Pastor Randy
told us some funny stories and this definitely was one of the
most unforgettable experiences that | have ever had in my
secondary school life. All of us hope the team will come to our
school next year as well.

It was indeed very exciting to take a half day
break from our busy lives and get this opportunity
to go sightseeing with our American friends. To
our surprise, many teachers and even the principal
joined us. It was a relaxing trip and we all enjoyed
ourselves.

On 14" January, 2020, my
classmates and | invited the
international interface team
to have dinner with us. We ate wonton noodles at an
eatery located in Prince Edward. We opted for wonton
noodles because the team members said they wanted to
try different kinds of noodles while they were in Hong
Kong. We also ordered several side dishes such as fried
dumplings, preserved eggs and pickled cucumber. They all
said the food was delicious and they loved it very much!
We had an unforgettable dinner with them that night!
Although the team only consisted of three members, all
of us enjoyed the time together. It was the first time my
classmates and | had dinner with the team and we hope
that we can have many such meals together again next
year! Thank God for providing us with this opportunity!




Spiritual Life Week ¥ Marcﬁ1 \9\to 29

This year our Spiritual Life Week was very different. With
Covid-19 so much of our school life has been unsettled.
Schedules changed often and we couldn’t have a regular
school day with all our students. We asked our South Dakota
friends if they could help us conduct a Zoom lesson for each

class so that all our students could have a chance to interact
with them and learn from them. So, in place of their regular
visit to Hong Kong, we arranged a zoom meeting in our
lesson time. The theme for the week was Easter and Ms. Ruth
was the chief facilitator from South Dakota. She had a team
of helpers who were teenagers just like our students which
made our students not only feel very comfortable, but very
curious to learn and listen to their American counterparts.

Our American friends shared the story of Easter and
guided our students to make a piece of craft together.

The Easter story was told to our students by Ruth
along with a PowerPoint. Jesus rose on Easter after having
suffered and died on the cross for us. He died because of
our sins. We all do, think or say things that are wrong or

don't always have a helpful attitude. We need to be forgiven
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for all this. Ruth very profoundly shared this story and also
taught our students some very useful vocabulary after the
sharing and through the craft. She got our students to
make a snowflake with directions on folding and cutting
all done by starting with a cross on a blank paper. Students
= were told to write down a
list of our sins which were
forgiven by Jesus dying
and rising. Each cut and
fold made the snowflake
change even more which
signified how our lives get
more and more enriched
with Jesus in our lives.
Ruth showed us how to make the snowflake even more
beautiful which shows that life with Jesus is full of good
things.

Our Spiritual Life Week ended with an online U-Fire
Easter program. This was shown to all classes and it was
done beautifully as appropriate questions were asked
and answered by different people. Not all the people
interviewed were believers which made the program even
more exciting as it included the real world. Most of the
students were able to pay attention as it was very different
from their normal lessons and also because our craft was
a puzzle. When put together, it spelt the word ‘chosen’. If
read upside down, it was a different word. This was also
appreciated by many students. The program aimed to make
Jesus’s life and death real for everyone. God did indeed
bless our Gospel week.




What’s the ﬁrSt thing you IKjvinLIi’flz)ll)to Thailand and join the
° ongkran Festival when -
will do when!COVID:19/ends? ends I sed to oy family

ends. | used to travel with my family

every year but this tradition has been
X put on hold since the outbreak. | miss
I Wi" oee | Yannick Wang, 1B b the quality time that | got to spend
SRl 'to DE gy Les to‘ with my family when travelling.
the medical staff. In face of this | hope everyone stay safe and
unpredictable virus, they conducted healthy to get through the
their duties and safeguarded Hong pandemic
Thomas Li, 3B Kong people’s lives. My gratitude to '
The first thing that | want to do is Az [ lozyotel wlie =

to go hiking or have a picnic with my
family because | want to enjoy the
beautiful views in nature and get
healthy. Also, it will be a great

. Hilary Chen, 3D . Kitty Yip, 3D
chance for me to spend quality e COMTEY G| _ Iwill go to the elderly home and
time with my parents. will give a big hug to n;y good visit my grandmother. I used to visit
friends. Since the social distancing aﬁi;?;gg?ﬁ:?ggrﬁgisgeei:nh::::r
measure took effect, we haven’t been ] . ;
able to get too close to one another. Shheei ;ezlilgng very lonely now. | miss
| think a hug can make the world a :
9 warmer and kinder place to
. _ Jkatin live in.
yivian Ll %o o part 10 \astopped
| want ! jc. | miss
£ino e n
mp i.\ n s and naving fu Mandy Luo, 4D
cOrf‘Pe fre Noxb T 1B I will hug my parents tightly. It's been a year
tra\ﬂ‘“"k?them_ | ho e‘r)r): ?;:gersf:ng’come back to and a half since | last saw them. We haven't lived
wit Us as sopon aZ the pandemic is over. My togethgr sin.ce | was young. So | only have a few
father has been working overseas since memories with them. | really want to go see them
9 ; .
the COVID-19 outbreak. He has been and do anything with them so that we can create
working really hard to support my more precious memories together. Since a year,
family. | miss him very much. we have only been chatting on FaceTime.
Michelle So, 5B
gupie govac e aenchan s e
teammat Cce th When the pandemic ends, | will definitely ! WITl take a bus with no destination
cammates onee the travel abroad to visit these beautiful landmarks in mind. By sitting on the upper
pandemic is over. The last such as Big Ben, the Colosseum, the Eiffel Tower deck, I will observe wha.t other
cross-country race that we; etc. Among all of the European countries, p(leople do.and get 'fhe feeling that
had was almost one and h.aI England would by my first priority as | love We are liberated!
JEED 5 S e all e their culture and history.
that great feeling. | hope
we can have our next
race soon!
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